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A Welcoming Congregation

i Monthly Reflection Theme: Wonder
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Sometimes plans fall through and we have to cobble
together a new plan—especially when you have a
tight deadline. I've often been grateful for these op-
portunities, as they open new doors. Our Canvass
this year turned out like that. A few of us scrambled
and behold a new way to do canvass. The Board had
been so excited about the attendance and com-
radery at Congregational Meetings, over lunch, after
the service, that we thought to try it for the Can-
vass. It was a success, in pledge sheets completed,
and in good feelings.

As of March 27, we have received pledges from 120
persons, which represents 64% of last year’s pledg-
ers. 70 of those persons increased their pledges.
Thank you!

As of March 27, 75 of you have not sent in pledge
forms. Based on past pledges, you represent about
$60,000, and we don’t know if we can count on
your support again. It’s time to make decisions
about next year’s budget, and we feel like we're
shooting in the dark. Would you consider increas-
ing your pledge as a sort of “late fee?”

Many stepped up to help with the Canvass: steering
committee Diane Bassett, David Mendelsohn, Russ
Greve, Lynne Damianos, Kathleen Hepler; members
of the Board as hosts at our lunches; all those who
merged documents, stuffed envelopes, set up call
lists (that was all Diane Bassett), the numbers who
just jumped in to help with setup and cleanup, and
of course Sara Morrison Neil, helping things run
smoothly.

Our next Congregational Meeting will be on Sunday,
April 30, after the service, with food and childcare.
(Our wonderful Auction is the night before!) The
proposed budget for next fiscal year will be pre-
sented for your feedback. There will other matters
to discuss as well.

Our Annual Meeting will be May 21, after the ser-
vice, with food and childcare. This is the meeting
when members vote on the final budget, new offic-
ers and trustees, and program matters. It is also a
time for open discussion about parish interests and
concerns.

[ look forward to seeing you at our get-togethers.

Robin Hegvik
Chair, Board of Assessors
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The First Parish Chalice Choir is a multi-generational
choir which sings during worship services several
times each year. We rehearse the four Wednesday
evenings prior to each performance. We will be sing-
ing during the worship service on Music Sunday, April
30. Rehearsals will Wednesdays, April 5, 12, 19 and 26
from 6-6:45pm in the choir room. Singers ages 5 and
up are welcome to participate. Please call Claudia Key-
ian, music director, at 978-462-3405 or e-mail clau-
dia@claudiamusic.com if you'd like to participate.
Having an accurate number of participants ahead of
time will help with planning. Hope to hear from you!

Claudia Keyian
Music Director, First Parish

Wonder. The word holds so many meanings and so
much potential: to marvel at something, to be curious
about the world around us, to feel delightedly sur-
prised. How often do we really feel wonder, I wonder?
We know that everything around us is worthy of mar-
vel, there is no end of questions to wonder about, and
the smallest of life's miracles is a wonder of the world.
But by necessity, we tune out the wonder of every-
thing around us so that we are not lost in rapt distrac-
tion at all times. We should all of course take the time
to stop, watch, and wonder at our own worlds. Here
are a few books to help get the conversation flowing.

Wonder by R/. Palacio is a chapter book about an ordi-
nary fifth grade boy with an extraordinary face. It will
have you laughing and crying and wondering - what I
were him? What [ were them?

I Wonder by Annaka Harris follows a young girl and her
mother on a walk through the woods that leads her to
conversations about all she wonders about from life
cycles to the galaxy. It encourages us all to ask ques-
tions and be comfortable with not always knowing the
answers.

There are probably a zillion more - but aren't all
stories a wonder?

Rebecca Crawford
Director of Religious Exploration
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- In 2005, Rebecca Center
adopted Maria Alexan-
dra from Guatemala.

» That led to a collabora-
tion with the Bendicién
de Dios school in San
A # Juan Alotenango, Guate-
mala. Rebecca purchased jewelry from a Guate-
malan women's artisan collective and marketed
it at teacher conferences, churches and other
venues in New England, sending the proceeds to
the school.

In 2008, Rebecca formed a Social Justice Work-

ing group here at First Parish in Framingham to
support this work. In 2011, the working group

became an official not-for-profit organization,

named ** # . This provided
expansion of this work beyond First Parish.
Today, ** #H is described as the

“American fund-raising arm” of Associacion
Bendicién de Dios - a nondenominational, non-
profit school and community development or-
ganization. The organization commits $34,000 a
year to the school, which has an annual budget
of $150,000. The funds provided to the school
are raised through about 40 sales each year.

The school has continued to grow: there are 447
students; they have a seventh and eighth grade;
and they are constructing a workshop area for
cooking, sewing, carpentry and construction
skills. The school community is composed of 327
families. After fifteen years of contributions,
mostly from the First Parish Share-the-Plate in
December, about half these families have re-
ceived Onil stoves that burn wood for cooking
safely and efficiently. Most of the families now
also have electricity. This represents slow but
real progress.

First Parish continues to play a leadership role
in this important work and we should all be
proud of the impact our contributions of time
and money has had and will continue to have for
these families.

You can contribute by attending the spring sale
on April 9 in Scott Hall after the service. This is
an opportunity to purchase discounted items
and see new merchandise.
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Tuesday, April 11 from 9:30am to 4pm. Pro-
gram will begin at the Arlington Street Church,
131 Boylston Street in Boston and conclude at
the State House. Over 175 UUs from around the
State will converge to advocate for legislation on
the following issues:

* (limate

¢ Economic Justice

* End Mass Incarceration

* Anti- Oppression

* Democracy

There will be introductory speakers on social
justice, prison ministry, mass incarceration and
theology, and climate advocacy issues. We will
then proceed to the state house to meet with
our legislators. Itis this legislation that can
change the way the state deals with these issues.

Registration is $35 and reduced fee tickets at
$12 are also available. To learn more about
these legislative policies and register for the
event go to www.UUMassAction.org. Larry
Decker is going and will be glad to car pool to
Boston with other First Parish people.

1 "H#
Saturday, April 29 is the date for this important
climate demonstration in our nation’s capi-
tal$ % & "C ¢
% & The goal is to have atleast 400,000 peo-
ple attend to let the current administration
know that we are not going to stand for their
anti-climate policies and appointments. Some of
us have committed to going and we hope that
more First Parish people will make arrange-
ments to go. The Wayland UU Church has ar-
ranged for a bus leaving Shoppers World Friday
morning April 28 and returning Sunday, April
30. 350 MA has arranged for a number of buses
leaving the Boston Metropolitan area Friday
evening and returning Saturday evening. Some
people have made their own arrangements to go
to the march. Please let me know if you would
like to go to the march and need further infor-
mation on these options. —Larry Decker, Chair

larry.deckerl@verizon.net
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If you would like to share a joy or a concern in the

$ % & $ 1T % ¥ _ _ _
1 - 0 0 newsletter please contact the Caritas Coordinator. Cari-
’ B . tas helps those in the Parish who face difficulties such
o i6 e ue $ as hospitalization, illness, and death of a loved
one. Caritas coordinates cards, visits, meals, referrals
1 $ $ to services and newsletter announcements.
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Sunday, April 2 from 6 to 8 pm
in Scott Hall. No partner, experi-
ence, or RSVP needed. All dances
taught; some live music. A free
will donation of $5-$10 to help
defray First Parish expenses will
be appreciated. For more information, contact First
Parish member Marilyn Engels 781- 779 - 1370.
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The First Wednesday of the Month
Join us on April 5 for a potluck at 6pm in the Huntley
Room. Bring a dish to share, or pay $5 at the door. At 7
pm, we will screen excerpts of the documentary
“Wretches and Jabberers” about two autistic men who
travel the world "to change the attitudes about intelli-
gence and the abilities of people with autism." After
the film, Julia Schneiderman will share her perspective
as the sibling of an adult autistic brother, who has used
the communication technique depicted in the film.
RSVP Margaret Krell at mkrell56@aol.com.

-
The Women's Alliance will meet April 10 at noon in the
Huntley Room. Popular speaker Vickie Croker will re-
turn with another exciting program. Bring a sandwich;

tea and coffee will be served.
—Susie MacDonald. 508-875-3322

o/ 1
This group meets on the 12th and 26th in the Memorial
Room. Please feel free to contact Susan Donnell at
sdonnelll123@comcast.net or 508-872-8357.

]
Meets Tuesday, April 4 at 7 pm in the Huntley Room.
This group meets monthly for discussion and explora-
tion of women's spirituality. All First Parish women are
welcome; for more information, contact Marianne Or-
lando at marianne.orlando@verizon.net.

+ 7pm Mondays in the Memorial Room, Parish House

» 7pm, Wednesdays in the Memorial Room. Led by
Joti Royster. Donations are welcome.

* 9am, Fridays in the Memorial Room, Parish House
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Lovingkindness: The Revolutionary Art of
Happiness % ? ? )% 1 6
D F D-8:30pm in the Memorial Room.

The next meeting will be June 6th, when we will dis-
cuss The More Beautiful World Our Hearts Know is
Possible by Charles Eisenstein. All are welcome! Con-
tact Daryl Hess at daryl.hess@verizon.net or call
him at 508-494-3423(cell) if you have questions.
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[t was snowed out in February, and now resched-
uled for Sunday, April 2! “Musical Gems” from al-
most 30 years of Pops. Our favorites (and we hope
yours too!) We're inaugurating a Silent Auction at
this concert. Come to Pops and hear great music,
enjoy wonderful things to eat, AND experience an
eye-popping selection of donated products and ser-
vices on which you can bid. Held at Temple Shir
Tikva, 141 Boston Post Road, Wayland. Advance
tickets are discounted at www.heritagechorale.org.

With legacy planning, your appreciation of and con-
tributions to First Parish can go on, joining a more
than 300-year-old tradition of First Parishioners
building a foundation of support for the congrega-
tion they love. The First Parish Endowment Fund,
managed by your Trustees, provides an annual
pledge of more than $20,000 to supplement the can-
vass. Building the fund helps bring financial stability
to our faith community. You don’t have to be a mil-
lionaire to leave a legacy gift; bequests of all sizes to
the First Parish Endowment Fund work together to
provide benefit to all. For information, contact the
FP Trustees Walter Barker, Jen Long or Debra
Doucette.
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First Parish in Framingham ~ Unitarian Universalist Established 1701
TEL: 508 872-3111

FAX: 508-879-5780

WEB SITE: www.uuframingham.org

E-MAIL ADDRESS: office@uuframingham.org

SENIOR MINISTER Rev. Kathleen D. Hepler, minister@uuframingham.org
MINISTER EMERITUS The Reverend Dr. Charles A. Gaines

MINISTER EMERITUS The Reverend Dr. Patrick O’'Neill

DIRECTOR OF RELIGIOUS EXPLORATION Rebecca Crawford, dre@uuframingham.org
DIRECTOR OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION EMERITA Carol M. Greve

MUSIC DIRECTOR Claudia Keyian, music@uuframingham.org

DIR. OF CHILDREN’S CHOIR, YOUTH CHIME CHOIR, Dean Arvidson, arvidsond@aol.com

BELL CHOIR

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR/MEMBERSHIP COORDINATOR/  Sara Morrison Neil, office@uuframingham.org
WEDDING AND RENTAL COORDINATOR

ASSESSORS: Anne Boas, Jill Borelli, Rich Boyd, Russell Greve, Robin Hegvik, Denise Moorehead, Jan Miller, Donna Nelson,
Greg Rotatori.

AUDITOR: Valerie Murray

CLERK: Jennifer Saffran

COLLECTOR: Patricia Lynne

HISTORIAN: Janet Nichols

MODERATOR: Greg Wells

REGISTRAR: Carol Greve

TREASURER: Pat Sileo

TRUSTEES: Walter Barker, Debra Doucette, Jennifer Long,

The Steeple is published monthly, except July & August.



